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French Revolution. It is the history of the
spirit of 1789; it is more than the history,
it is the resurrection of that spirit. Even if
the " Considerations" did not contain histori-
cal parts of the first importance, it would still
be classed among the most precious docu-
ments. The Revolution is treated as a whole,
and from the point of view most just for that
epoch. It is not from the scaffold of Louis
XVL and from within the prisons that it ought
to be considered, in order to understand the
reasons for it, and to explain even its very
excesses; it is from the throne of Louis
XVIII. and from Paris the home of the re-
turned exiles. Therein lies the originality of
Madame de Stael's book; there lies its strength.
The leading idea is contained in this fine
maxim which the author applies to all the
parts with a lofty impartiality: " All minor-
ities invoke justice, and justice is liberty. One
can only judge a party by the doctrine which
it professes when it is strongest."

The Revolution, she says, not only made
France free, but prosperous. It was no doubt
sullied by crime; but there never was a time
when it did not bring forth in the French the
best virtues of humanity as well. The honor
and strength of the Republicans lay in their love
of country. The Vend6ans " exhibited theuering, knowing noo is the con-d in all the
